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University of Kansas  
POLS 170 Introduction to International Politics 

Summer 2010 (July 6 – 30) 
Class meets MTWTHF 9:10 - 11:20 a.m., 114 Blake   

 
Dr. Mariya Y. Omelicheva    email: omeliche@ku.edu  
Office: 412 Blake Hall     Office Hours: MTWTH 11:20 a.m. – noon 
Phone: (785) 864-9002     and by appointment 
 
Description and Goals of the Course 
This course is designed to advance students’ understanding of politics beyond the nation-states and assist 
them in gaining critical knowledge about the major participants, issues, and processes in contemporary 
international relations. The list of the topics encompasses themes and subjects that students should know 
to excel in their future studies in the fields of international relations or simply be able to comprehend and 
evaluate international issues and events. 
 
The students of all majors will benefit from taking this course. It offers the wealth of material as well as 
conceptual and theoretical frameworks that will help learners to think critically about complex issues 
confronting the world today. All students will broaden their understanding of the processes and events 
unfolding on the global arena as well as enhance their skills of critical analysis and evaluation. All in all, 
this course aims to assist students in learning how to evaluate, analyze, synthesize, and apply information 
about international politics and THINK about international relations in a systematic, well-reasoned, and 
unbiased manner.  
 
Objectives of the Course 
After the completion of this course, students shall be able to: 

- Appreciate the complexity of global problems and multiplicity of perspectives that can be used 
for their analysis, assessment, and resolution;  

- Define the key concepts and terms used in global politics and correctly employ them for the 
description and analysis of world events; 

- Discuss differences among theoretical perspectives on global politics, apply different worldviews 
to the analysis of international problems, and propose tentative solutions of the world problems 
drawing on central tenets of the theoretical perspectives discussed in the class; and    

- Critically evaluate and discuss global events, processes, and states’ foreign policies 
 

Course Format 
Teaching a summer session has its advantages and disadvantages. On the one hand, summer courses are 
not as rigidly structured as classes during the regular semesters. The relaxed atmosphere of summer 
months combined with the small size of classes can make learning more fun and engaging for students. 
On the other hand, the hot and sunny weather and the two-hour long meetings are not conducive to 
capturing and maintaining student interest in the class. Many learners are not enthused about spending 
time in the classroom during the summer. Plus, the summer sessions tend to be more intense since the 
course material needs to be delivered within a 4-week timeframe.  
 
The success of this course is contingent on students’ commitment to their learning and participation in all 
of the class activities. Both students and instructor should set their intent on having a positive experience 
in the class. As an instructor, I will do my best to offset my lectures with various in-class exercises. I will 
solicit students’ responses to my questions and questions of their peers, participation in the groups’ work, 
discussions and debates over the readings, and other tasks. There will be a variety of non-traditional 
activities in the classroom that not only aim to make our classes more interesting and exciting but also to 
contribute to active learning and achievement of the goals of the course. 
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Required Texts 
Shimko, Keith. 2008. International Relations: Perspectives and Controversies. 2nd edition. Houghton 
Mifflin Company (students can also purchase the 3rd edition of the textbook published in 2009) 
 
This is a short but very comprehensive and well-written introductory textbook. The chapters of the 
textbook are built around contemporary controversial issues of global politics. Each chapter presents 
alternative answers to the problems and links those to broader perspectives of international relations. The 
structure and format of the text should assist students in thinking critically and analytically about 
international politics.  
 
Besides the textbook, you will be required to do a number of additional readings. I will provide you with 
electronic addresses of the supplementary readings or post handouts/copies of the readings that cannot be 
found on-line on the Blackboard. 
 
Course Requirements and Grading  
All of the assignments included into the curriculum for this course correspond to the course goals. They 
are designed to foster a set of important skills enabling students to apply their disciplinary knowledge to 
the real-life world events, and think critically and analytically about global processes.   
 
Reading 
This is not a reading intensive course. The reading load is very reasonable. Students are required to peruse 
the assigned pages before coming to class. My lectures will be short and WILL NOT substitute for 
readings. In fact, my presentations will be designed under the assumption that students have completed 
their reading assignments. The goals of my lectures will be to present novel material otherwise 
unavailable to students, elucidate the most difficult points, synthesize, and summarize. Students’ tardiness 
and negligence in work with the reading materials will jeopardize their participation in the classroom 
activities and exercises and have a negative effect on their participation grade.  
 
Participation 
The success of this class depends on student commitment to learning and willingness to take part in all 
class activities. Participation means asking questions during the class meetings, providing constructive 
and non-offensive comments, suggesting topics for discussion, answering questions and commenting on 
other students’ answers. Students are required to take part in all class exercises, group work, and 
discussions. Students might also be asked to complete short, fun, and easy assignments, which goal is to 
check students’ preparedness for classes as well as to help them in understanding of the material and 
practicing the application of their knowledge.  
 
Mid-Term and Final Exams: There will be two exams in this class. These exams will be structurally 
similar. The first part of each exam will consist of a number of multiple-choice questions, whereas the 
second part will include several short answers/short essay questions requiring students to apply theories 
and concepts learned in the class for examining various scenarios from world politics. Both examples will 
be available online (via Blackboard). Those students who would prefer to take paper-based test should 
inform their instructor in advance. The class will not meet on test days. Further information about the 
mid-term and final exams will be provided to students.  
 
Press Conference 
The last week of the summer session will be dedicated to the discussion and analysis of various important 
issues of international politics, such as nuclear non-proliferation, international terrorism, and global 
problems of poverty, climate, etc. All students will be divided into small groups (5-6 students) with each 
team responsible for collecting information and learning in more depth about one of the last week’s topics. 
On the day when the topic is scheduled for discussion, the team of those responsible for the topic will 
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hold a class-room conference, during which the group’s members will play the role of experts and the rest 
of the class – the role of journalists. The “journalists” (students that are not responsible for the topic of the 
day) will be required to do a textbook reading and prepare 3-5 questions that they will address to any 
expert on the team. Those questions will need to be written on a piece of paper and submitted to the 
instructor before the commencement of class. The experts will be required to do additional readings (the 
ones that are recommended by the instructor as well as those found by students themselves). The expert 
can answer the question him/herself or consult with the team. Other experts on the team can make 
additions/comments to the answer.  
 
During this summer session, we will hold a number of activities that will be of similar nature to the Press 
Conference and students will get many changes to practice Q&A before taking part in the graded Press 
Conference. The press conference can also be thought of as a type of oral exam on one narrowly-defined 
topic. The evaluation of student performance will be based on his/her breadth of knowledge of the topic; 
ability to apply theoretical perspective discussed in the class in his/her answers; ability to integrate 
classroom material into responses; and clarity/comprehensiveness of answers. 
 
Press Release 
Those students who are not the members of the team of experts will be given time during the class to 
write-up summaries of press conference in a form of press release. 
 
Opinion Editorial 
Each student is also required to submit an op-ed on the topic on which he/she was an expert during the 
press conference. The op-ed should not be more than 2 pages, single-spaced, 12-point type, New 
Times Roman font. It should be sent electronically to omeliche@ku.edu no later than 2 days after 
the press conference and also posted on the discussion board on the Blackboard. 
In the op-ed, a student should take a position on one of the controversial questions or issued on the topic 
and present a focused argument with a clear thesis statement (e.g., the introductory paragraph of the op-ed 
should articulate what the controversy/issue is and present a driving argument which will be fleshed out, 
substantiated and defended vis-à-vis potential counterarguments throughout the remainder of the op-ed). 
The best op-eds are those that present a tight and persuasive position on the given topic. It is important 
not to “straw-man” contending arguments, but rather engage them directly. Clarity and style of writing 
are also important: the op-ed should be engaging and articulate, with correct grammar and spelling.  
During this summer session, we will read, analyze, and criticize Op-Eds prepared by other people and 
students will have plenty of illustrations or models on how to prepare an opinion editorial of their own. A 
model for an op-ed can also be found in any major newspaper (such as the New York Times, Financial 
Times or Washington Post). DailyOpEd (http://www.dailyoped.com) is another excellent resource of 
opinion editorials on a variety of topics from different newspapers. 
After the op-eds are posted on the Blackboard, other students are encouraged (but not required) to read 
and respond to those (with agreements as well as disagreements and constructive criticisms). The original 
authors are also invited to respond to the peers’ comments. 
 
The final grade will be calculated as follows: 
Class Participation      20% 
Midterm Exam      20% 
 (10% for multiple-choice section and 10% for short answers section) 
Final Exam       20%  
 (10% for multiple-choice section and 10% for short answers section) 
Press Conference     10%    
Press Releases      10% 
Op-Ed       20% 
Total       100% 
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Course Policies 
As an instructor, I have a responsibility to come to class prepared, to be accessible when you have 
questions, to provide you with feedback on your performance, and to help you find fascination with the 
scientific and practical sides of international relations. With regard to the students, I expect you to attend 
classes. Attendance is mandatory. You can skip, if it is necessary, up to 3 classes without any penalty on 
my behalf (though, it might hurt your overall performance in the class). If you miss more than 3 classes 
(including the ones, which you skip by various family/work/health/etc. reasons) a whole letter grade will 
be taken off your final grade. Only in the very rare circumstances will I make any exceptions to this 
requirement after a consultation with the Head of the Department of Political Science.    
 
Academic Misconduct 
The University of Kansas prohibits academic misconducts. According to the Rules and Regulations of the 
University Senate (Art. II, Section 6), academic misconduct is defined as “the disruption of classes; 
threatening an instructor or fellow student in an academic setting; giving or receiving of unauthorized aid 
on examinations or in the preparation of notebooks, themes, reports or other assignments; knowingly 
misrepresenting the source of any academic work; unauthorized changing of grades; unauthorized use of 
University approvals or forging of signatures; falsification of research results; plagiarizing of another's 
work; violation of regulations or ethical codes for the treatment of human and animal subjects; or 
otherwise acting dishonestly in research.” 
 
Academic misconduct and academic dishonesty (plagiarism and cheating) will be treated in accordance 
with the University Regulations (http://www2.ku.edu/~unigov/ usrr.html) and the Student Academic 
Misconduct Policy put forth by the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
(http://www2.ku.edu/~clas/faculty/policies/misconduct.pdf). If you are unfamiliar with either of these 
documents, I suggest you read the closely for a better understanding of this very important area of 
concern.  
 
Some courtesy rules: 

(1) Do not be late for the classes. 
(2) Keep your cell-phones off during the classes. 
(3) Do not engage in any extraneous activity during the classes such as reading newspapers (you 

should read about international and domestic news but do it before or after the class), doing 
homework, solving puzzles, etc. 
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Week Date Topics  

 
Readings and Other Assignments  

Week 
I 
 

July 6 
 

 

Organizational Meeting /  
Introduction to the Study of 
IR 

 

July 7 History of International 
Relations:  
Benefits and Limitations of 
Historical Approach in 
Study of IR   

Shimko (2008), 11-45 
NOTE: The textbook chapter will be divided into several segments 
and each students is required to design a set of 3 factual and/or 
analytical questions on the assigned part of IR history  
 
Jack S. Levy. 1997. “Too Important to Leave to the Other: History 
and Political Science in the Study of International Relations”. 
International Security 22(1): 22-33.  

July 8 Contending Perspectives on 
International Politics: 
Liberalism and Realism  
 
Levels of Analysis 

Shimko (2008), 47-57 & 67 
 
“The People’s Republic at 60: China’s Place in the world” in The 
Economist, vol. 393, no. 8651, Oct. 3, 2009, p. 12.  
 
“Geopolitics: facing up to China” in The Economist, vol. 394, no. 
8668, Feb. 6, 2010, p.11.  

July 9 
 

Contending Perspectives on 
International Politics:  
Marxism, Feminism and 
Constructivism 

Shimko (2008), 57 – 66 
 
The class will be divided into several groups. Each group will be 
responsible for reading one of the following readings: 
1. Marxism: 
Nick Beams, “The World Economic Crises: A Marxist Analysis”  
Available on Blackboard or through URL: 
http://www.wsws.org/articles/2008/dec2008/nbe1-d19.shtml (note: 
the online article is published in a non-abbreviated form) 
 
2. Feminism 
J. Ann Tickner (1991) “A Critique of Morgenthau’s Principles of 
Political Realism”, in Gender and International Relations, eds. 
Rebecca Grant and Kathleen Newland (Indiana University Press).  
“Gendercide: the worldwide war on Baby girls” in The Economist, 
vo. 394, no. 8672, March 6, 2010, p. 76-80. 
 
3. Constructivism 
A. Wendt (1992 “Anarchy is What States Make of It: The Social 
Construction of Power Politics,” International Organization, 46 
(2): 391-425. 

Week 
II 
 

July 12 Power Politics and 
Alternatives to Power 
Politics 
 
The Use of Force in 
International Relations: 
Preemptive Strike  

Shimko (2008), 75 – 100 
 
Eric Wester. 2004. Preemption and Just War: Considering the 
Case of Iraq. Parameters, Vol. 34 (Winter).  
 
Pre-emption Is Effective Tool by Danielle Pletka. American 
Enterprise Institute for Foreign Policy Research, January 30, 2004. 
http://www.aei.org/news/filter.foreign,newsID.19819/news_detail.a
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sp 
 
The Bush doctrine makes nonsense of the UN charter. In a 
chilling u-turn, the US claims the right to strike preemptively 
by Jonathan Steele. The Guardian, June 7, 2002. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/bush/story/0,7369,728870,00.html 

July 13 Causes of War I: Is War 
Rooted in Human Nature? 
 

Shimko (2008), 130 – 155 
 

July 14 Causes of War II: Will 
Democracy Eliminate or 
Weaken the Chances of 
War? 

Shimko (2008), 102 – 129 
 
“Democracy’s Decline: Crying for freedom” in The Economist, vol. 
394, no. 8665, Jan. 16, 2009, p. 58. 
 
Two articles on Democracy Promotion by Paula J. Dobriansky and 
Thomas Carothers, Foreign Affairs, May/June 2003. Available on 
the Blackboard or online at:  
http://www.foreignaffairs.org/20030501faresponse11226/paula-j-
dobriansky-thomas-carothers/democracy-promotion.html 

July 15 International Political 
Economy: WTO and Free 
Trade 
What’s Wrong with Free 
Trade? 

Shimko, 157 - 184 
 
Robert Gilpin, “The Nature of Political Economy”, from U.S. 
Power and the Multinational Corporation, pp. 20-44. 
NOTE: Each student needs to prepare 5 question cards. In each of 
these cards, one side should contain a question and the other side 
the correct answer. Questions can include definitions of terms, 
true/false questions, multiple-choice entries, or analytical questions 
that can be answered with one-sentence responses. 
  
Also read ONE OF THE FOLLOWING 
Daniel Fisher, “The Global Debt Bomb: Spending our way out of 
worldwide recession will take years to bay back – and create a lot 
of pain”, Forbes, February 8, 2010, p. 62. 
 
“Europe’s Debt Crisis: Acropolis now” and “Europe’s Debt Crisis: 
The Cracks spread and widen”, in The Economist, vol. 395, no. 
8680, May 1, 2010, p. 11 & 63. 

July 16 
 

Online midterm Class does not meet 

Week 
III 

 

July 19 International Monetary 
Relations: IMF, World 
Bank 
Global Inequality and 
Development 

Shimko (2008), 185-211 
 
“Economic Policy: Withdrawing the drugs” and “World Economy: 
New Dangers ahead” in The Economist, vol. 394, no. 8669, Feb. 
13, 2010, p. 13 and p.71.  

July 20 International Law and 
International Adjudication  

Shimko (2008), 239 - 264 
 
Statement of Senator Chris Dodd on the International Criminal 
Court, May 13, 2002  
http://dodd.senate.gov/index.php?q=node/3274&pr=press/Speeches
/107_02/0513.htm 
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Marc Grossman, “US Foreign Policy and the International Criminal 
Court.” 
http://www.iccnow.org/documents/USUnsigningGrossman6May02
.pdf  

July 21 International Organization  Shimko (2008), 265 -290 
 
Kenneth W. Abbott and Duncan Snidal. 1998. Why States Act 
through Formal International Organizations. Journal of Conflict 
Resolution, 42(1), pp. 3-32.  
NOTE: Select an international organization of your choosing and 
explore its website (goals, activities, etc.). Use information found 
on the website to illustrate the main arguments from 
Abbot&Snidal’s article. 

July 22 Globalization Shimko (2008), 212 – 238. 
 
Jeffrey Frankel (2000) “Globalization of the Economy” in 
J.S. Nye and J.D. Donahue, eds. Governance in a 
Globalizing World. Washington, DC: Brookings 
Institution, pp. 45-69. 
 
John Micklethwait and Adrean Wooldridge (2001) “Why 
the Globalization Backlash is Stupid”, Foreign Policy, 
Issue # 126 (Sep./Oct.), pp. 16-28. 

July 23 
 

TBA Class Does Not Meet: Preparation for the “Press 
Conference”  

Week 
IV 

 

July 26  Nuclear Nonproliferation For everyone, Shimko (2008), 291 – 317 
 
Suggested readings for press conference participants:  
Articles on Bruce Blair’s Nuclear Column: 
http://www.cdi.org/program/issue/index.cfm?ProgramID=32&issue
id=110, such as 
“Who's Got the Button? The Slightly Shaky Control of Russia's 
Nuclear Weapons” (1996) 
“We Keep Building Nukes for All the Wrong Reasons” (2003) 
“The Wrong Deterrence: The Threat of Loose Nukes Is One of Our 
Own Making” (2004) 
 
Busch, N. (2002) Russian Roulette: The Continuing Relevance of 
Russia to the Nuclear Proliferation Debate. Security Studies 11(3): 
44-90. 
Robert S. McNamara, “Apocalypse Soon” Foreign Policy 148 
(May/June 2005)  
Bellaigue, C. (2005). Iran. Foreign Policy, May/Jun2005, Issue 
148, p18-24. 
“America, Russia and arms control: it takes two” in The Economist, 
Vo. 395, no. 8676, April 3, 2010, p.61  

July 27 International Terrorism and 
Responses to It 

For everyone, Shimko (2008), 318 – 344 
M. Omelicheva, “Domestic Terrorism” and “Counterterrorism 
Policy” entries in Encyclopedia of International Security  
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Suggested readings for press conference participants:  
Bruce Hoffman (2006) “What is Terrorism?” in Inside Terrorism, 
pp. 1-41. 
A. Johnson (2001) “Disparities of Wealth are Seen as Fuel for 
Terrorism”, International Herald Tribune, Dec. 20. 
http://www.commondreams.org/views01/1220-09.htm 
The Following website contains multiple articles on 
terrorism/counterterrorism. The US “War on Terror”: Plans, 
Costs, Effects http://www.comw.org/tct/terrorgwot.html 
Such as  
The US Response to Terrorism: A Fundamentally Flawed Strategy, 
by H. Smith. American Diplomacy.org, 13 November 2007. 
Can the War on Terror Be Won? By P.H. Gordon, Foreign 
Affairs, November/December 2007. 
The Core Misconceptions in the “War on Terror” by J.Feffer. 
Asia Times, 13 July 2007. 

July 28 Global problems (Part I): 
Overpopulation (and Other 
Demographic Problems),  
Shortage of Resources 
(Tragedy of Commons), 
and the Spread of Diseases  

For everyone, Shimko (2008), 345 – 376 
G. Hardin (1968) “The Tragedy of the Commons”, Science Vol. 
162, 13 Dec., 1243-48. 
Suggested readings for press conference participants:  
 “Fertility and Living standards” and “Demography, growth and the 
environment” in The Economist, Vol. 393, No. 8655, Oct. 31, 2009, 
p. 15 & 29. 
B. Schwartz (2009) “Tyranny for the Commons Man” The National 
Interest, no. 102, 64-75. 
Garrett, Laurie, “The Lessons of HIV/AIDS” Foreign Affairs 84(4) 
July/Aug. 2005, 51-64. 
Michael T. Osterbolm, “Preparing for the Next Pandemic” Foreign 
Affairs 84 (2) July - Aug. 2005, 24-37. 
Garrett, Laurie, “The Challenge of Global Health” Foreign Affairs, 
86 (1) Jan. – Feb. 2007, 14–38 

July 29 Global problems (Part II): 
Environment and Climate 
 

For everyone, review Shimko (2008), 345 - 376 
The Carbon Economy (Special Report) in The Economist, vol. 393, 
no. 8660, Dec. 5, 2009. which includes the following sections: 
“Getting Warmer”, pp. 3-4; “Is It Worth it”, pp. 6-8 
“Good policy, and bad”, pp. 10-13 
“Stopping Climate Change”, pp. 11-12 
Suggested readings for press conference participants:  
The Carbon Economy (Special Report) in The Economist, vol. 393, 
no. 8660, Dec. 5, 2009. which includes the following sections: 
“Cap and Tirade”, pp. 14-15 
“Closing the Gaps”, pp. 18-20 
 “The Gulf of Mexico oil spill: Black storm rising” in The 
Economist, vol. 395, No. 8681, p. 11 & 69, May 8, 2010 
“The Science of climate change: the clouds of unknowing” and 
“Climate science: spin, science and climate change” in The 
Economist, vol. 394, no. 8674, March 20, 2010, p. 13 & 81 

July 30 
 

Online Final  Class does not meet 

  


